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Noticed the new look?
 

We have been extremely lucky to work with local designer
Kati Lacey over the past few months. Kati is an illustrator

based in Oxfordshire - she used our tours as an inspiration
for our new design! We have a new logo and also a

provocative Uncomfortable Oxford Map that 
will be appearing inside our new leaflets!

Many discussions have gone into every minute detail of the
new design, and we are very pleased!

 
Looking for a designer? Look no further!

 
https://klacey.com/

It might be cold outside,
but we're filling up the

streets!
 

January and February have
been surprisingly busy

for Uncomfortable Oxford. 
 

We've recruited and trained 
8 new guides to meet the

increasing demand for our
tours!

 
We've run nearly 70 tours
since the start of the new

decade.
 

Our timetable listing all our
tours running until end of April

2020 is available on page 3 
as well as our webpage:

 
www.uncomfortableoxford.com
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The Weston Library
(Oxford) is organising an

evening of interactive
exploration of the 
finest maps in the

Bodleian’s collections. 
 

We will be hosting three
stations to challenge how

we understand maps,
how we place ourselves in

the world and different
approaches to mapping. 

 
Discover how maps

can tell us who we are,
as well as where we

are. 
 

Date: Friday 28 February
Time: 7:00-9:30pm

FREE

International Women's Day 2020
with OSARCC and OUSU

 

The Royal Shakespeare Company (Stratford-upon-
Avon) has launched a new theatrical production: 

The Whip. 
 

Set in Britain in 1833, the play explores the 
practical and moral considerations that shaped 

and influenced the passage of the slavery Abolition
Act, which ultimately emancipated slaves across 

the entire British Empire. Financial questions 
meet ethical imperatives. The play also provides 

the useful backdrop of Britain's increasing
industrialisation, and of the intersection of 
various social groups in their struggle for 

more political and human rights.
 

 Read a review of the play on our blog here.
 

The play is on until March 21st 2020.
 

As part of a starting collaboration with the RSC, we will
be sending out a discount code for tickets to The Whip to

people attending our tours in February and March.

The Whip: a new production by the RSC 
on the Slavery Abolition Act.

Weston Library
Lates: Talking Maps

Iris Festival of the Future
Are societies doomed to repeat
the mistakes of the past? How

can we learn from history? 
Join us for a special ‘Uncomfortable
Histories’ café at the Cheney School

for the Iris Festival of the Future. Each
table will offer a unique ‘menu’ of
historical stories which illustrate

difficult legacies and how they tie into
our present and future.

 
Meet us in the Future Zone 2 -

Design & Archaeology!
Cheney School, 25 March 2020

3:30-6:00pm 
FREE

 

For International Women's Day 2020, we are
teaming up with the Oxford Rape Crisis Centre
and the Student Union to offer a free walking

tour focusing of histories of women in 
Oxford and women that made history.

The tour is free but cash donations will be
collected towards OSARCC.

Booking recommended. 
Date: Sunday 8 March

Time: 1:00pm.

https://www.uncomfortableoxford.co.uk/post/the-whip-revisiting-slavery-and-capitalism-through-shakespearean-drama


Starting in February 2020, we are partnering up with Experience
Oxfordshire! This will help offer an alternative to the city's

traditional walking tours, and hopefully engage a much wider
audience with our uncomfortable conversations! Tickets for all 

of our tours will also now be available for purchase there.
 

If you fancy one of our beautiful new maps, you will be
able to find them inside our new pamphlets, which will be

distributed in Experience Oxfordshire's front shop on Broad street!
 

And as always, if you want to come say hi, we're
right next door: 16-17 Turl Street, on the 2nd floor!

11:00am                    Original Tour
2:00pm        Alternates between Literature/Money

11:00am               Oxford and Empire
2:00pm                       Original Tour

2:00pm                       Original Tour

6:00 and 6:30pm    Ashmolean Tour

Saturdays:

 
Sundays:

 
Every 2nd Wednesday:

 
Last Friday of the Month:

The Original Uncomfortable Tour
How do historical inequalities still shape our modern city? This tour
provides and overview of topics such as imperialism, gender inequality,
class disparities, and the politics of memory in Oxford. 
Oxford and Empire Tour
How did Oxford shape the British Empire? Trace the evolution of
knowledge, disciplines and museums from ‘exploration’ to ‘decolonization. 
Follow the Money Tour
Who donates to the University of Oxford and why? Explore the ethical
implications of accepting and investing money in Oxford.
Uncomfortable Literature
How much of the imagined Oxford is reality? Look below the dreaming
spires at the hidden narratives of the city.
Ashmolean Tour
What is a museum and why do we visit them? Discuss the collections of the
Ashmolean with a critical eye - highlighting uncomfortable space, origins,
and content.
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A Brief History of Oxford Time,
by Louis Morris

Literature after the British
Empire: V.S. Naipaul’s story, 

'Of Oxford ... chiefly North':
Women in Oxford, by Jo Young
(De)colonizing the Pitt Rivers

Museum?, by Eliza Ader
The Whip: Revisiting Slavery

and Capitalism through
Shakespearean drama, 

Our blog has been pretty active
over the past month! 

 
Read our latest articles:

 

    by Lunan Zhao

    by Olivia Durand

Our monthly lecture, "A Very
Short Introduction to the British
Empire' continues! From
February to April we will be
covering our second module, "A
New Imperialism. "
 
Upcoming lectures are:

           Thursday 5 March:     
           Conquest in Africa

    Thursday 2 April: 
               The First World War, 

        an Imperial War?
 
Location: Oxford Hub, Little
Clarendon Street, 6:30pm.
 
All the lectures will be delivered
by doctoral students in History
from the University of Oxford,
and followed by a short critical
discussion and Q&A.

Experience Oxfordshire Partnership

Tour Schedule 
15 January to 30 April 2020

Blog Posts

Public Lecture Series
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'I have a theory that tour guiding
is all about storytelling...' writes

Laura Moore, a professional
storyteller and tour guide 

based in Paris.
 

'Getting a little uncomfortable 
was a good thing. In fact, it was an
ingenious way of running a tour'.

 
Laura came on the Original Tour
and the Ashmolean Tour. It was a

pleasure to get to know her
thoughts and now you can too!

 
Read her entry from her

Travel Diary here:
Uncomfortable Oxford – An

Entirely Different Type of Tour
 

The Times reporter Patrick Kidd came on the Original
Uncomfortable tour and wrote an article about it! 

 
He described his experience as "stimulating, not antagonistic,"

and encouraging the public "to discuss their own 
feelings and to disagree, politely."

 
Read Patrick's article published on January 26th here. 

A podcast by Bethan Willis from 
the Oxford Character Project

 
Open-mindedness is generally

perceived as a positive trait, but how
do we cultivate it?

 
Bethan invited us for a Cafe chat 

to talk about our work.
 

Listen to it here.
 

With thanks to Bethan 
for having us!

 

BBC Radio Oxford presenter Conor McReynolds 
invited us on his show to chat about our work! 

 
He asked us about the "problematic elements to this

fascinating and beautifully cultured city".
 

Listen to Conor's show here, where founders 
Paula and Olivia feature at the 44 minute mark.

Blog of the Week... twice!

Uncomfortable Oxford 
in the media... again!

Story of a City:
a tour guide's experience 

The Humility Gap
Podcast

If you're interested in learning more about the
origins of the project in and its growth since,

feel free to check out the links below:

-----------------------------------

our feature as #blogoftheweek
on Enterprising Oxford's website here.

our feature on the 
TORCH Humanities; website here.

With many thanks to both 
for the support!
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